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truly noble-hearted witness of the events which preceded and followed
the publication of the Manifesto of October lyth, and as a member
of my Cabinet, you know how little truth there is in these accusa-
tions. And now I hear that in St. Petersburg dissertations are being
written to prove that it was Witte who brought about the disturb-
ances and also the war. . . , And I, in my official capacity, must
leave all these charges unanswered.
All this forces me to return to the original intention which I
conceived on receiving your letter advising me not to return to
Russia "at this time," although "at this time" even revolutionary
emigrants and bombists have found in our country a shelter, either
open or underground. As you know me, you do not doubt, I hope,
that above all I hate to cause displeasure to His Majesty or even,
merely to discommode him. I grant that my complete withdrawal
from State service may not be in keeping with His Majesty's desires
or intentions. Nevertheless, the feeling of self-respect prompts me to
petition His Majesty for complete retirement. As I do not possess
the necessary7" means and as I do not wish to deprive my family of
the comforts to which they are accustomed, I propose to offer my
services to private institutions, thus earning sufficient means and
indirectly benefiting society. Considering the spirit of these times,
it may not be necessary to add that no change in my position will
ever be able to shake my loyalty to my Sovereign and to those prin-
ciples which His Majesty impersonates and which are bred in my
bones. I trust that your chivalrous disposition will prompt you to
see that this letter be answered without delay.
This message was, of course, brought to His Majesty's
attention, but days passed and no answer came. On Octo-
ber loth I dispatched to the Baron a letter which I shall
quote in part:
Twenty days ago I informed you about the manner in which I
reacted to your letter of July I7th, the insulting significance of which
has been rendered more emphatic by the subsequent developments....
The fact that my letter has remained unanswered I interpret as an
indication that the Emperor is entirely indifferent to the outcome of
this affair. Therefore, I herewith request you to kindly present to His
Imperial Majesty the enclosed petition. I urgently beg your assist-
ance in obtaining a satisfactory reply with the least possible delay*